DAIRY COWS:

Most Somerset County farmers kept nine or ten
milking cows. Some farmers improved the stock
of their dairy herd through selective breeding. By
breeding only the cows that were the best milk
producers with bulls of improved breeds, the next
generation of calves grew up to be good milkers, too.
Other farmers purchased
improved dairy stock to
cross breed with their
existing herds.

Improved cattle

From the Somerset Herald,
August 24, 1830.

Certificate
for Victoria,

a heifer calf

Courtesy
Pennsylvania
State University

Archives
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HOGS & POULTRY:

During the 1800s Somerset
County farmers on average
kept eight to ten hogs.

Improved breeds were
introduced from England in
the 1790s. Their blood lines
replaced the scrawny animals
owned by the early settlers

Improving hogs
Wlth more prOductlve ones. Courtesy Cygnus Business Media.

I. COMMON LARN FOWLS.,

B i1 1 s Most Somerset County
farmers raised chickens,
and some kept a few
ducks and turkeys. Poultry
provided meat and eggs
for the table and extra
income. The farmwife and
children took care of the
poultry and prepared

Common Barn Fowl Variations €ggs for market.

From The Farmers New & Universal
Handbook, 1854.

Courtesy of the New York Public Library
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PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT.
8IGN OF THE. - - = :

GOLDEN SWA

IN SOMERSET,; PA.

THE SUBSCRIBER
ESPECTFULLY informs  the- public
that he bas again removed to the

| TAVERN STAND . :
. formerly occupied by him, and Istterly by
Witriam Pmirson, on the South side of

Main-street, in Somerset borough, where he
- 18 prepared to accommodate

| TRAVELLERs. WAGGONERS, DROVERS
AND OTHERS, '

In the very best style. No pains or atten-

tion shall be spared to render comfortable,

those who may choose to patronise him. His

BAR will be furnished with the best LI-
- QUORS that can be produced. His HOUSE,

is large, comfortable and commodious, his

Stabling goed and well attended to.

_ ISAAC ANKENY.
SomERrsET, April 2,1822,

N. B. Jurors and others attending court,
will be comfertably entertained.

The Golden Swan Tavern

From the Somerset Herald &« Whig,
April 4, 1832.

Livestock

A MARKET FOR MEAT:
The number of beef

cattle grew dramatically
in the 1850s and 1860:s.
Surplus livestock was a
source of cash because
of market demand
locally and in cities

in the Northeastern
states. Drovers hired
by eastern stock
agents drove large
herds of horses, pigs,
sheep, and cattle to

eastern markets, sometimes from as far away as
Ohio. They bought more stock from farmers as
they passed through. Drovers' inns or “tavern
stands” along the turnpikes housed and fed the
men and pastured the livestock.
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SHEEP:

In the 1840s Somerset
County farmers raised
enough sheep to support
S 15 wool carding and
com:y ﬁ‘c‘;:m‘;famm fulling mills. Carding
mills combed the wool
before spinning; fulling mills put the finishing
touches on woven cloth. By the late 1800s many
farmers increased the wool yield of their flocks
by interbreeding their stock with purebred sheep
like Merinos. Merinos produced excellent wool.

Shepherdess with
Sheep and Child

n.d., oil on canvas
painting by
Alfred B. Wall

Courtesy of The
Westmoreland Museum
of American Art,

Greensburg, PA.
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HORSES:

Virtually all Somerset County farmers had horses.
Before 1840, the average number of horses per farm
was two. By 1880, with so much new horse-drawn
machinery in use, the average was four or five
horses. For personal travel, many people could now
afford carriages and carriage horses to pull them.

Local fairs awarded prizes for matched teams,
walking, trotting, and running horses, and light and
heavy draft horses. In April 1880, the Philadelphia
Press declared Somerset County “the great horse-
producing county of western Pennsylvania.”

Lord Inverurie

Somerset County

Pencil and ink drawing on paper

by Beatty McCloy, 1881

PETER HEFFLEY & CO. OWNERS,
[Drawn ] From Life By Beatty McCloy.
This Clydesdale Stallion was Imported
from Scotland and weighs 2440 pounds.
Will be on Exibition in Somerset Aug term
of Court. Will stand at my Farm during
the month of September. ... P. Heffley,
April 18, 1881.
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